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The Yellows Go Green!
Sutton United - the First Football Club to become Planet Positive
28th June 2011: Sutton United Football Club is going green for the start of the new season by becoming Planet Positive certified.  The super U’s will be the first Planet Positive football team in the world by measuring and reducing the club’s carbon emissions. 
After being promoted to the Blue Square Bet South League (Conference South) last season, Sutton United are looking to up their game both on and off the pitch by becoming Planet Positive.  The certification, which will be completed in the next few weeks, will assess the electricity and gas consumption at the Borough Sports Ground, home to the mighty U’s and help cut the carbon emissions associated with the football club.
To kick things off, Sutton United will aim to reduce their impact on the environment through a simple behaviour change plan.  Players and staff will be encouraged to adopt greener lifestyles that benefit the environment and the club.  Fans who are interested will be offered information on how to cut carbon emissions at home in ways that can also save money.

As Sutton United Company Secretary Dave Farebrother explained, “With a strong community development plan already in place, Planet Positive certification represents the next step in our progress off the pitch. We realise the importance of reducing our impact and providing our fans with a commitment which they can follow, Planet Positive certification will provide evidence for this and we look forward to our involvement with them.”

The Planet Positive mark is granted to organisations that undertake a 4–step process to manage their environmental footprint:  to measure and reduce carbon emissions; to invest in a community sustainability project and to communicate their carbon footprint, reduction targets and environmental actions.  Sutton United will post their Planet Positive certificate on the club website and at the ground.  
Steve Malkin, UK CEO of Planet Positive, continued, “It is great to team up with Sutton United. Football has a massive part to play in helping people understand that going green is good for you and the planet. By taking the initiative and becoming the first certified football team we hope that Sutton United can inspire the fans, staff and players to reduce their impact at home.  We wish Sutton United all the best for the season ahead.”
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Media Contact:
 Susie Barlow, Planet Positive
T: +44(0)2079 533 170
E: susie.barlow@beplanetpositive.com
About Planet Positive
Planet Positive is an international certification for businesses, products, buildings, services and people.  Certification signifies a commitment to being better for the planet by reducing carbon emissions and improving sustainability.
Planet Positive goes beyond certification, encouraging direct action, behaviour change and encouraging business to support local and global sustainability projects.  Planet Positive helps to develop, promote and fund sustainability projects locally, nationally and internationally from schools education programmes to protecting imminently endangered rainforest.
In particular, Planet Positive’s online Business Certification process has been designed to help small businesses to join the path to sustainability by making it fast, simple and cost-effective.
For more information, please visit www.beplanetpositive.com.
About Sutton United Football Club

Sutton United is one of the country's best known semi-professional football clubs, not least because of its exploits in the FA Cup.  Sutton's 2-1 win over Coventry City remains the last occasion on which a side from the top division of English football was knocked out by a non-League side.  Having won the Ryman Premier League championship in 2011, Sutton now play in the Football Conference, in Blue Square Bet South.

In recent years the club has built a reputation for developing players who go on to a career as professional footballers, including Nick Bailey (Middlesbrough), Stefan Payne (Gillingham) and Andy Scott (now manager of Rotherham United) and, most notably, Nigerian international Efan Ekoku.

The U's have a history of innovation; in the 1950s they became one of the first amateur clubs to incorporate as a limited company and one of the first to install floodlights.  Making their own small contribution to tackling the global problem of climate change continues that tradition of forward-thinking.

For more information, please visit www.suttonunited.net. 

